
readers' livesMikeBienvenu

Slashfriction
Heloveshisjob - butdon' t askhimfor a game of golf

What is yourgolfhandicap?
Pickinguptheclubs is myhandicap .My
friendscallme ' slasher'andnolongerask
me

to playwiththem.

Howmanybeersbeforeyoufallover?
I usuallylosecountandfallasleep.

Whichcar
or othervehicle

doyoudrive?
AnAudiS4Bi-Turbo.

Describeyourjoband
saywhyyouenjoy it.

I get to playwithall
thelatesttoysaswell
aslookingafterthe
supportteam

,

a

greatbunch
of lads.

Whatwas
yourfirst

job?

Workingfor a companythatmadecompilers
andprogramming toolsforUnix-based
operatingsystems.

Whydidyouleave?
Ileftbecausethepaywasbad . I doubled it

in mynextjob ,

as a systemsoperator.

Haveyoueverbeensacked?
Never .

I walkedoutonceafterfallingoutwith
myboss

,

but I hadanotherjoblinedup in

anotherpartof thecompanyso I hadthe
lastlaugh.

HowdidyougetintoIT?
Mygrandmotherboughtmeseveral
computerswhen I wasyounger :

a ZX81
,

a Vic-20and a Spectrum48k.

Tellusyourfavouritejoke or thejokeyou
heardmostrecently.
Howdoyoukill

a circus?Yougoforthe
juggler!

Haveyoueverwritten a computerprogram?
MyGCSEprojectwas in

Basicandwas a

hotelregistrationprogram .
I evenmanaged

to sell a couple of copies to somelocal
guesthouses.

What is theworstaccidentyouhavehad in

yourcompanycarwithoutthecompany
findingout?

In myyoungeryears I droveintotheback of

a taxiwhilelooking at a spectacular pair of

legswalkingdownthestreet.

Whatwouldyouhavedone if youhadnot
goneintoIT?

I wanted to flyfastjets or jointheMarines
but I didn' t passtheeyesighttestforeither.

Canyoubetoorich?Areyousure?
Yes

,

andno.

MikeBienvenu is technicaldirector at Softek.
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